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The International Day of Prayer and Action for Human Habitat, observed on the third 
Sunday in September, is a time when the entire Habitat for Humanity community is urged 
to come together in prayer for those in need of 
shelter. 

Through prayer, Habitat for Humanity continues to 
make a dramatic difference in the lives of people 
around the world. Many volunteers are drawn to 
this ministry after hearing God's call and seeking 
God's guidance through prayer.  

Other prayers are answered when families and 
communities grow in the shelter of God's grace. 
The hurdles of funding and building homes are 
overcome through the miracles of prayer. 

Offering Ourselves as Instruments of Service 
The Day of Prayer was begun in 1983 to make housing a matter of conscience. The intent 
was to place in the hearts, minds and souls of people everywhere the idea that poverty 
housing is unacceptable. The New Testament passage from 1 John 3:17 teaches that we 
must respond to those in need. 
 
The Day of Prayer is a wonderful opportunity for Habitat affiliates/groups to be in 
partnership with many churches. Invite churches to: 

� Shape the worship service on the third Sunday in September around God's call 
to serve one another. 

� Use the bulletin inserts suggested above. Your affiliate or Habitat group can 
put a customized message about your local ministry on the back of the inserts.  

� Offer prayers for those in need of shelter  
� Pray that people will respond as God calls them. 
� Adopt housing as an ongoing ministry emphasis. 

 

Affiliates/Habitat groups can also come together on this special day to: 
� Gather the staff, board, committee members and volunteers in prayer. 
� Offer thanks to God for the blessings of this ministry. 
� Pray for strength and direction. 

 

A Day of Prayer bulletin insert 
containing a responsive prayer 
for shelter is available in both 
English and Spanish. 

You can also order the inserts 
by calling Habitat’s Order Entry 
department  at (800) 422-4828, 
Ext. 2552. 

 

http://partnernet.habitat.org/intradoc/groups/hfhi/documents/general/pnetdoc019780.pdf
http://partnernet.habitat.org/intradoc/groups/hfhi/documents/discussion/pnetdoc021845.pdf


� Pray for your church partners and pray that God will direct people to use their 
gifts and put their faith into action. 
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